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Foreword

The Hon Stephen Robertson MP 
Minister for Health 
Parliament House 
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Dear Minister

I have pleasure in presenting the Annual Report and Financial Report of the Medical Radiation Technologists Board of 
Queensland for the year ended 30 June 2007.

The Board has engaged in a number of initiatives during the year to ensure that the standard of practice of registrants 
continues to meet the safety and quality standards expected by the community. Some of these initiatives include the 
consultation with registrants on developing a Recency of Practice Policy, a review of all registration policies for both 
Australian and overseas trained medical radiation technologists and the introduction of a Whole of Practice accreditation 
program for large organisations that employ a number of registrants undergoing the supervised practice program at multiple 
sites.

My appreciation is extended to all current and former members of the Board who held office during the year.  

The Board also records its appreciation for the administrative and operational support provided by the staff of the Office of 
Health Practitioner Registration Boards in assisting the Board to fulfil its statutory functions and obligations.

Wayne Nuss

Chairperson
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Constitution, goals  
and functions

Constitution
The Medical Radiation Technologists Board of Queensland 
is constituted under section 9 of the Medical Radiation 
Technologists Registration Act 2001 (“the Registration 
Act”) as a body corporate with perpetual succession.  
The Board is subject to the provisions of the Health 
Practitioner Registration Boards (Administration) Act 
1999, the Health Practitioners (Professional Standards) Act 
1999 (“the Professional Standards Act”) and the Financial 
Administration and Audit Act 1977.

Goals
Consistent with section 7(1) of the Registration Act, the 
Board’s primary goals are:

•	 to protect the public by ensuring health care is 
delivered by registrants in a professional, safe and 
competent way

•	 to uphold standards of practice within the profession

•	 to maintain public confidence in the profession.

Functions
The Board is directly responsible for the administration 
of the Registration Act and the Medical Radiation 
Technologists Registration Regulation 2002 (as amended 
from time to time).

The Board’s major functions are set out in section 11 of the 
Registration Act as follows:

•	 to assess applications for registration

•	 to register persons who satisfy the requirements for 
registration

•	 to monitor and assess whether registrants comply 
with any conditions of registration

•	 to keep a register of, and records relating to, 
registrants

•	 to promote high standards of practice of the 
profession by registrants

•	 to develop or adopt programs for the continuing 
professional education of registrants and encourage 
their participation in the programs

•	 to develop or adopt training programs in the practice 
of the profession that are relevant to a person’s 
eligibility for registration

•	 to confer and cooperate with interstate regulatory 
authorities

•	 to confer and cooperate with entities engaged in the 
development of national policies about the regulation 
of the profession

•	 to confer and cooperate with the following entities 
about the education of persons in the practice of the 
profession:

•	 educational institutions

•	 entities responsible for accrediting courses or 
accrediting institutions to educate persons for 
the profession

•	 to inform registrants and the public about the 
operation of the legislative scheme in its application 
to the profession

•	 to examine and advise the Minister about the 
operation of the legislative scheme in its application 
to the profession

•	 to monitor and enforce compliance with this Act

•	 to undertake research, relevant to the legislative 
scheme, into the regulation of the profession

•	 to collect and give to persons information about the 
practice of the profession by registrants.

Membership of the 
Board
Membership of the Board from 1 July 2005 to 10 April 2006 
comprised the following members:

Registrant members

John Andersen	 Assoc Dip (Medical Radiography) 
RMIT, Dip App Sc (Medical Imaging 
Technology), Grad Cert Mgnt, MIR 

Jennie Baxter	 Assoc Dip App Sc (Therapeutic 
Radiography), Grad Cert Mgnt, 
MIR                          

Dominic Kennedy	 B App Sc (MRT)

Catherine McHenry	 B App Sc (NMT), Grad Cert Mgnt 

Wayne Nuss	 Dip App Sc, Grad Dip Mgnt, FIR 
[Chairperson]

Amy Illidge	 M App Sc (Radiation Therapy), MIR

Pamela Rowntree	 Dip App Sc (Diagnostic 
Radiography), Grad Dip Ed, FIR 
[Deputy Chairperson]
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Public members

Myrtle Green OAM	 Cert Club Admin, JP (Qual)

Isabelle Vallin-Thorpe	 Grad Cert Mgnt (Marketing)

Lawyer

Clare Endicott	 BA, LLB (Hons), LLM

The Board members’ current term of appointment expires on 
10 April 2010.  

Board and committee 
meetings
During 2006-07 the Board held 11 ordinary Board meetings, 
one special Board meeting and 26 committee meetings.    

Attendance by Board members at these various meetings is 
shown in the following table.

Member Ordinary 
Board

Special 
Board

Committee

J Andersen 9 1 7

J Baxter 10 1 1

D Kennedy 11 1 10

C McHenry 11 1 1

W Nuss 11 1 10

A Illidge 10 1 10

P Rowntree 10 1 0

M Green 9 1 0

I Vallin-Thorpe 6 0 0

C Endicott 10 1 0

In addition to the above mentioned meetings, the Board 
also arranged on occasions for selected Board members to 
undertake special assignment activities to address particular 
issues.

The Register
Pursuant to section 11(d) of the Registration Act, the Board 
maintains a Register of medical radiation technologists, 
with separate registration for medical imaging technologists 
(radiographers), nuclear medicine technologists and 
radiation therapists.

As at 30 June 2007, there were 2,256 registered medical 
radiation technologists, comprising 1,796 medical imaging 
technologists, 117 nuclear medicine technologists and 343 
radiation therapists.  

These figures represent a ‘snap shot’ in time as at 30 June, 
and do not include restorations to the register for the period 
1 July 2007 to 30 September 2007, nor registrants who 

surrender or do not renew their registration, or those who 
otherwise  have their registration cancelled after the 30 
June. The Register, available to the public at  
www.healthregboards.qld.gov.au contains current 
registration data. 

Registrant numbers within each registration category as at 
30 June 2007 are shown below:

Medical 
imaging 
tecnologists

Nuclear 
medicine 
tecnologists

Radiation 
therapists

Total

General 
registrants

1699 106 309 2114

General 
registrants 
with 
probationary 
conditions

82 9 30 121

Provisional 
general 
registrants 
with 
probationary 
conditions

2 1 2 5

Provisional 
general 
registrants

9 1 2 12

Other 4 0 0 4

Total 
registrants

1796 117 343 2256

The 2,256 registrants at 30 June 2007 represent a net 
increase of 169 (approximately 8%) over the 30 June 2006 
figure.  The net change in registrant numbers over the year 
is the product of significant numbers of additions to and 
deletions from the Register.  

During the 2006-07 year, 302 new registrations (for 222 
medical imaging technologists, 23 nuclear medicine 
technologists and 57 radiation therapists) were processed by 
the Board, and a further 67 former registrants (51 medical 
imaging technologists, four nuclear medicine technologists 
and 12 radiation therapists) were restored to the Register.

Of the 302 new registrants, 45 registrants (36 medical 
imaging technologists, two nuclear medicine technologists 
and seven radiation therapists) were processed under 
mutual recognition legislation.  Of the 45 mutual 
recognition registrants, 40 registrants (31 medical imaging 
technologists two nuclear medicine technologists and seven 
radiation therapists) lodged a registration notice pursuant 
to the provisions of the Mutual Recognition (Queensland) 
Act 1992 on the basis of holding current registration in the 
profession in another Australian State or Territory, while five 
(all medical imaging technologists) lodged a registration 
notice pursuant to the provisions of the Trans-Tasman 
Mutual Recognition (Queensland) Act 2003 on the basis 
of holding current registration in the profession in New 
Zealand.
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	 Medical imaging technologists	 Nuclear medicine technologists	 Radiation therapists

The following bar charts illustrate the change in the number of registrants at 30 June each year since the commencement of 
registration in 2002-03.
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An analysis of the registration database as at 30 June 2007 provides the following information.

Age groupings

The age distribution of the three professions is shown in the following table:

Medical imaging 
technologists

Nuclear medicine 
technologists

Radiation therapists

Under 25 years 9% 15% 22%

25 - 34 years 31% 44% 38%

35 - 44 years 25% 20% 20%

45 - 54 years 23% 17% 15%

55 years and over 12% 4% 5%

              Total 100% 100% 100%

Gender

•	 37% of medical imaging technologists were male and 63% were female

•	 40% of nuclear medicine technologists were male and 60% were female

•	 26% of radiation therapists were male and 74% were female.

Geographical distribution

The following table shows the geographical distribution of registrants.	

Medical imaging 
technologists

Nuclear medicine 
technologists

Radiation 
therapists

Within Brisbane 38% 48% 55%

Elsewhere in south east Queensland 36% 27% 29%

Total within south east Queensland (postcodes 
4000 to 4399 and 4500 to 4581) 

74% 75% 84%

Elsewhere in Queensland 18% 14% 11%

Outside Queensland 8% 11% 5%

              Total 100% 100% 100%

The geographical statistics are based on an analysis of postcode addresses of the registrants as shown on the Register.  In 
some cases, the Register address differs from the practice address of a registrant.  Registrants with addresses outside 
Queensland have chosen to retain Queensland registration even though, in most cases, they do not currently practise their 
profession in Queensland.
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Administrative structure
Administrative and operational support for the Board’s 
day to day operations is provided by the Office of Health 
Practitioner Registration Boards under a Service Agreement 
between the Board and the Office.  The Board is one of 
13 health practitioner registration Boards receiving such 
support from the Office which is constituted under the 
Health Practitioner Registration Boards (Administration) Act 
1999.  The Office has a permanent staff establishment of 
79.4 full-time equivalent positions (as at 30 June 2007) and 
a variable number of temporary positions.  

Members of the staff of the Office with primary 
responsibilities for the administrative tasks of the Board as 
at 30 June 2007 were:

Executive Officer	 Mr J O’Dempsey 
Principal Co-ordinator	 Mrs P Portier 
Professional Adviser	 Ms F Holloway 
Registration Assessment Officer	 Mrs B Johnston

The Principal Co-ordinator is assigned the task of handling 
and managing the day to day administrative affairs of the 
Board (and other Health practitioner registration boards) 
under the direction of the Executive Officer the Directors of 
Board Support & Advice and Registration.

Other Office staff support the Board with services in human 
resource management, financial management, information 
technology, counter enquiries, records management, 
investigation of complaints about registrants, health 
assessment and management of impaired practitioners and 
general administrative assistance.

Further information regarding the interrelationship between 
the Board and the Office is provided in the Office Annual 
Report.

Access
	 The Office of the Board is located at: 
	 Level 19, Forestry House 
	 160 Mary Street 
	 BRISBANE QLD 4000

Correspondence to the Board should be addressed to:

	 The Executive Officer 
	 Medical Radiation Technologists Board of Queensland 
	 GPO Box 2438 
	 BRISBANE QLD 4001

Board communication links are:

	 Telephone:	 (07) 3225 2517	  
	 Facsimile:	 (07) 3225 2527

	 E-mail:	 mrt@healthregboards.qld.gov.au 
	 Website:	 www.mrtboard.qld.gov.au

Copies of this Annual Report and the Annual Report of the 
Office are accessible to members of the public at the Office 
and on the websites of the Board and Office.

Copies of this Annual Report and the Annual Report of the 
Office are accessible to members of the public at the Office 
and on the websites of the Board and Office.

Review of activities and 
operations

Registration Act
The Registration Act  was amended by the:

•	 Health Quality and Complaints Commission Act 2006 
No. 25 ss 1–2(1), 241(1) sch 3 [Vol 2006 p 1458], to 
make provisions for the Health Quality and Complaints 
Commission to begin operations, and 

•	 Health Legislation Amendment Act 2006 No. 46 pts 
1,7 [Vol 2006 p 2971], which:

•	 made provision for short-term registrations of 
less than five weeks 

•	 made minor amendments to the issuing, 
amending or replacing certificates of 
registration

•	 removed the provisions relating to notifying the 
Board of practitioners’ business names during 
the reporting year.

Registration Regulation
The Medical Radiation Technologists Registration Regulation 
2002 was amended during the reporting year by:

•	 Health Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 1) 2007 
SL No. 18 pts 1,7, which allowed for no fees to be 
payable for registration of less than 5 weeks 

•	 Health Legislation Amendment Regulation (No. 2) 2007 
SL No. 57 s 1, pt 8, which increased fees in line with 
movements in the Consumer Price Index.  Details of 
the fees now applicable are provided in the “Fees” 
section of this Report.

Complaints, investigations, disciplinary 
proceedings, health assessments and 
undertakings 

Complaints under the Registration Act 

No complaints were received by the Board during 
2006-2007 under the Registration Act and there were 
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no complaints carried over from 2005-2006 under the 
Registration Act.  However, the Board did consider two 
matters under the Registration Act during the reporting 
year:

•	 The Board received a self-report from a radiographer 
who had inadvertently practised unregistered for 
a number of months after failing to renew his 
registration.  The Board considered the radiographer’s 
explanation for his oversight and closed the matter 
after reinforcing the requirements for annual renewal 
of registration and the potential consequences of 
practising unregistered.

•	 The Board also received information that a registered 
Chiropractor was ‘holding out’ as a radiographer. 
The Board sought an explanation from the person 
concerned and then closed the matter after noting 
changes in the person’s advertising and reinforcing 
the requirements of the Registration Act.

No Board funds were spent during 2006-2007 on 
investigations or inspections under Part 5 of the 
Registration Act.

Complaints and disciplinary proceedings 
under the Professional Standards Act 

The following summary information is provided in relation 
to the Board’s handling of complaints, investigations, 
disciplinary proceedings and health assessments under the 
Professional Standards Act during 2006-07. 

New complaints

The Board received two new complaints under the 
Professional Standards Act in 2006-2007:

•	 one complaint was referred by an employer advising 
that a radiographer had been charged with possession 
of child pornographic material on a computer

•	 one complaint was referred by the Chiropractors 
Board of Queensland regarding the professional 
standards of a radiographer in performing an x-ray 
examination of an infant.

No complaints remained in assessment at the end of the 
2005-2006 reporting year to be carried over into the current 
reporting year.

Action taken on new complaints at the end of 
assessment

All new complaints are assessed to determine whether 
the complaint appears to provide a ground for disciplinary 
action and, if so, whether the complaint should be first 
investigated.  

Both of the above complaints were referred for investigation 
and both of the investigations were ongoing at the end of 
the reporting year.  

Investigations

The following table outlines the number of investigation 
conducted during 2006-2007 and the cost of conducting 
those investigations.

Investigations conducted Number

Investigations open at the beginning of the 
reporting year

1

Investigations commenced in the reporting 
year

2

Investigations closed in the reporting year 1

Ongoing investigations 2

Total costs $168

The following table reports the primary issue identified in 
each complaint that gave rise to an investigation.

Nature of investigations conducted Number

Competence 1

Inappropriate professional conduct 1

Conviction/offence under legislation 1

The finalised investigation in relation to a registrant’s 
competence determined that there was sufficient evidence 
for disciplinary proceedings to be commenced.  However, 
the registrant immediately surrendered his registration and 
the Board decided that, in the circumstances, disciplinary 
proceedings were not warranted.  

The Board advised the registrant that the matters the 
subject of the investigation would be considered should he 
apply for registration again in the future.  The Board also 
notified interstate regulatory authorities of the surrender 
of the registrant’s registration and the decision not taking 
disciplinary proceedings at this time.

The Board spent $168 on investigation costs under the 
Professional Standards Act during the reporting year.

Disciplinary proceedings

The Board did not start or finish any disciplinary proceedings 
under Part 6 of the Professional Standards Act during 2006-
2007.  At the close of the reporting period the Board did not 
have any outstanding disciplinary matters before it. 

Health assessments

The Board did not conduct or spend funds on health 
assessments of registrants under the Professional Standards 
Act during 2006-2007. 

Undertakings by registrants

The Board did not enter into any undertakings with 
registrants about their professional conduct or practice 
under sections 118(1)(c)(iv), 165(2)(b), 276(2)(a), or 299(2)(c) 
of the Professional Standards Act during 2006-2007.  
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Consequently no copies of undertakings with registrants 
were provided to the Health Quality and Complaints 
Commissioner pursuant to section 379(5) of the Professional 
Standards Act.

Ministerial authorisations
During the reporting year, the Board did not receive 
from the Minister for Health any authorisations under 
section 392 of the Professional Standards Act or section 
211 Registration Act for a person performing functions 
under those Acts to disclose information acquired in the 
performance of those functions about another person’s 
affairs.

Ministerial directions
Section 37(1)(a) of the Registration Act and section 13(5) 
of the Professional Standards Act require the Board to 
include in its Annual Report copies of all written Ministerial 
directions given in the public interest to the Board during 
the financial year.  The Board did not receive any such 
directions from the Minister during the reporting period.

Recency of practice
In October 2006, the Board released its draft Recency of 
Practice Policy in a second round of consultation with the 
profession, professional associations and the community. 
The policy set out how the Board intends recency of practice 
to apply to certain classes of registrants seeking to renew 
registration in Queensland.

Once the consultation time period closed at the end of 
January 2007, all responses to the policy were summarised, 
and the summary together with full copies of each response 
were provided to the Board.  The Board, after conducting 
a series of workshops and meetings, is now in the process 
of considering whether to amend the policy in light of the 
responses made.

It is the Board’s intention that once the policy is finalised 
and approved, the Board will seek to have it prescribed in 
a Regulation prior to registration renewal for the 2008-
09 financial year. However, as the Board is developing its 
recency of practice policy simultaneously with the other 12 
Health Registration Boards, the announcement by Council 
of Australian Governments (COAG) of a new national system 
for the registration of nine health professions has caused 
some uncertainty as to whether, when and how any recency 
of practice policy developed in Queensland would apply in 
the new national system.

Therefore, this uncertainty has temporarily delayed the 
progression of the recency of practice policy. However, 
the Board expects to resolve any uncertainties concerning 
the policy in the coming reporting year, and will notify 

the profession of the final policy and details of its 
implementation as soon as these become known.

Supervised practice program
The Board operates a Supervised Practice Program (“SPP”) 
pursuant to section 61 of the Registration Act and Part 3 of 
the Regulation.

The aim of the program is to provide probationary 
registrants with the experience, knowledge and conduct 
standards required for the practice of the professions.  The 
Board requires all new graduates of prescribed tertiary 
courses in the professions to undertake the program.  
Upon commencement, such persons are granted general 
registration with probationary conditions.  They must then 
complete the equivalent of 48 continuous weeks under the 
program before becoming eligible for general registration 
without probationary conditions.

As at 30 June 2007, there were 124 registrants with 
probationary conditions on the program.  They comprised 
83 medical imaging technologists, 10 nuclear medicine 
technologists and 31 radiation therapists. 

The Board manages the program through its Supervised 
Practice Program Committee (SPPC) and the AIR/MRT 
Combined Committee, comprising representatives of the 
Australian Institute of Radiography (AIR) the Board.

•	 The Board, through the SPPC, is responsible for the 
initial accreditation; monitoring, auditing and ongoing 
accreditation of Professional Practice Settings (that 
is, places where professional practice is undertaken in 
Queensland).

•	 The Combined Committee is responsible for the 
design, development and approval of the progress and 
final reports submitted by probationary registrants 
during the course of the program.  The Committee 
also reviews problems with reports or issues which 
are then raised for consideration by the AIR and the 
Board.  During the reporting period new progress and 
final reports were developed. These reports better 
reflect the competencies that the Probationary 
Registrants need to fulfil in order to satisfactorily 
complete the program. 

The current membership of the SPPC is:

•	 J Andersen (Committee Chairperson) - Board member, 
medical imaging technology

•	 T Way (Committee Deputy Chairperson) - Industry 
representative, medical imaging technology

•	 M Filkin - Industry representative, medical imaging 
technology

•	 D Starkey - Industry representative, medical imaging 
technology
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•	 N Biesot - Industry representative, radiation therapy

•	 C McDonnell - Industry representative, radiation 
therapy

•	 M Wilson - Industry representative, nuclear medicine 
technology

The current AIR/MRT committee membership is:

•	 T Way	 (MI)	 MRT	 Chair

•	 N Biesot	 (RT)           	 MRT

•	 D Starkey	 (MI)            	 MRT

•	 J Kindt	 (MI)	 AIR Nomination

•	 A Dry	 (RT)	 AIR Nomination

•	 A Connell	 (MI)	 AIR Nomination

The Board appointed Ms Francesca Holloway in October 
2006 as Professional Adviser to the Board. This role 
encompasses the conduct and management of practice 
audits, the accreditation of practices, and makes 
recommendations to the Board.  The Professional Adviser 
is also the facilitator for both the SPPC and AIR/MRT 
Combined Committee. 

During the year the SPPC reviewed The Conduct of the 
Supervised Practice Program policy document and, when 
approved, the policy will be placed on the Board’s website. 

Under the Board’s accreditation process, accreditation 
is for a period of up to four years.  Professional practice 
settings are required to give the Board specified details 
of their practices and to sign a declaration that they will 
provide a probationary registrant with the requisite policies, 
procedures, experience and supervision to successfully 
complete the SPP.  In addition, professional practice settings 
are subject to a telephone audit or site audit. 

As at 30 June 2007, 60% of practices in Queensland, which 
have current probationary registrants, have received a site 
visit. The emphasis has been on visiting regional sites.  In 
addition all conditional and provisional sites, as defined by 
the Board’s audit policy and referred to in the 2006 Board 
report have been visited and reviewed.  Below is listed the 
number of accredited sites with graduate approval numbers. 
Not all the sites have taken the maximum number of 
graduates approved. 

•	 79 Medical Imaging Sites 

–  100 Probationary Registrant  places

•	 7 Radiation Therapy Sites  

–  37 Probationary Registrant  places

•	 16 Nuclear Medicine Sites  

–  16 Probationary Registrant places. 

In November 2006, the Professional Adviser met with the 

SPP Coordinators for the companies that have Whole of 
Practice approval. The Whole of Practice program was 
reviewed for 2006 and programs for 2007 were developed 
and approved by the Board. This continues to be a successful 
Board initiative. The Professional Adviser attends mandatory 
presentations for the probationary registrants in the Whole 
of Practice program. 

Supervision plans for all approved practices were initially 
developed for all Medical Imaging practices in the program 
and during the reporting year this initiative was extended 
to Nuclear Medicine and Radiation Therapy practices. These 
plans are submitted for approval prior to commencement of 
probationary registrants in January. 

The supervision plans incorporate all aspects of the SPP, 
including proposed fulfilment of competency, staffing 
and professional development requirements under the 
legislation. 

The supervision plans are reviewed when sites are visited 
and progress and final reports are received to ensure 
compliance. 

The Professional Adviser gave a presentation at the Annual 
Scientific Meeting for Medical Radiation Technologists 
held in Perth in March 2007, entitled “Foundation Year 
for Medical Radiation Technologists, the Queensland 
Experience”. The presentation was subsequently forwarded 
for consideration for publication in the Spectrum, the 
Australian Institute of Radiography’s magazine. The 
presentation outlined the SPP in Queensland, the AIR/MRT 
combined committee and the outcomes of the resourced, 
structured and monitored SPP which has been developed by 
the Board.  

A survey was sent out with the final reports to the 
Probationary Registrants. They were asked to assess the 
registration process at the commencement of the SPP and 
the conduct of the SPP. In the current reporting period 70% 
of the forms were returned, with the majority indicating 
satisfaction with the registration process and program. 
Much of this can be attributed to the annual information 
breakfast for QUT graduates, the structured program and 
interaction with probationary registrants during site visits. 

General registration with conditions
In addition to the 124 registrants with probationary 
conditions (under the Supervised Practice Program), as 
at 30 June 2007, there were 37 registrants for whom the 
Board had granted general registration with conditions.  The 
nature of these conditions is outlined below.

•	 12 registrants had supervisory conditions.  These apply 
to persons who have been out of the workforce for 
some years or have practised less than one year in 
total over the past five years.   
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•	 23 registrants with registration restricted to 
mammography. Of these 16 are at Queensland 
Health within the Breast Screen Program.  These 
radiographers have re-entered the workforce after an 
absence of more that 10 years. 

•	 Another seven registrants are radiographers who have 
undertaken the Breast Screen Program or who have 
only practiced in mammography for more that five 
years in private practice.

•	 One registrant with registration restricted to practice 
in a specific Health District.

•	 One registrant had practice restricted to fluoroscopy.

Council of Regulatory Authorities 
(CORA) meeting
The Chairperson, Mr Wayne Nuss, and the Board’s 
Professional Adviser, Ms Francesca Holloway, represented 
the Board at a meeting of the Council of Regulatory 
Authorities for Medical Radiation Technologists held in Perth 
on 12 March 2007.   Representatives of registration Boards 
in Western Australia, New Zealand, Victoria, Tasmania and 
Queensland attended.

Major matters considered at the meeting were:

•	 new medical radiation courses

•	 Australian Institute of Radiograph/Medical Radiation 
Technologists Board of Queensland PDY/SPP 
Partnership

•	 COAG proposal for national registration and course 
accreditation.

•	 recency of practice

•	 Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition

•	 Northern Territory registration

•	 X-ray assistant program

•	 Statements of Accreditation

•	 CORA.

Information session for final year 
students
The Board held a breakfast information session on 15 
November 2006 for students about to graduate with 
qualifications in medical imaging technology or radiation 
therapy.

The information session included guest speakers from 
the Board, Radiation Health and the Australian Institute 
of Radiography.  Each student was provided with an 
information pack about the professions and registration.

Board prizes
The Board has established student academic prizes in 
medical imaging technology and radiation therapy in 
conjunction with the Queensland University of Technology 
(QUT), which is the only tertiary academic institution 
currently providing Queensland courses for those 
professions.  As there are currently no Queensland courses 
in nuclear medicine technology, the Board does not offer 
academic prizes for that profession.

On 27 April 2007, the Board prizes in medical imaging 
technology and radiation therapy were awarded to the QUT 
final year students, Mr Dane Thompson and Ms Amanda 
Lowe.  Mr Thompson and Ms Lowe achieved the highest 
overall grade point average in medical imaging technology 
and radiation therapy, respectively.  The prizes are awarded 
in recognition of the Board’s commitment to Queensland 
excellence in the practice of medical radiation technology.  

The Board’s published article award is granted to a medical 
radiation technologist currently registered in Queensland for 
an article published in a national or international medical 
radiation journal recognized by the Board.  This award is 
to be granted in recognition of the continuing professional 
education of the registrant and the promotion of a high 
standard of practice by the registrant.  Details of this award 
are accessible on the Board’s website.  On 15 November 
2006, the Board Published Article Prizes were awarded to 
the following:

•	 Susanne Hansen - $1,500

•	 Paul Rigby - $1,000

•	 Kristy Kimlin - $1,000.

Board newsletters
During the reporting year the Board prepared and 
distributed two newsletters (in December 2006 and April 
2007) to inform registrants of Board activities and issues 
relevant to the profession.  Major topics covered in the 
newsletters were:

•	 published Article Awards

•	 graduates breakfast

•	 recency of practice

•	 fees

•	 report from the chairperson

•	 prizes for final year QUT students

•	 Supervised Practice Program

•	 short term registration

•	 national registration

•	 implication of practising without registration
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•	 renewal of registration

•	 mandatory notification to the Board

•	 Office contacts.

Policies
During the reporting period, the Board adopted a policy 
regarding applicants applying for short-term registration for 
a period of no more than five weeks to undertake activities 
including:

•	 urgent locum

•	 continuing professional development programs

•	 conference attendance

•	 conference presenter

•	 sporting team responsibilities’

•	 declared event

•	 any other circumstance which the Board deems 
warrants ‘short term registration.

On 2 May 2007, the Board, pursuant to section 94(2)(a) 
of the Registration Act, the Executive Office be instructed 
to progress the making of a Regulation to prescribe the 
Australian Institute of Radiography as an entity to review 
and recommend approval of progress reports and final 
reports relating to the Supervised Practice Program.

Service agreement
During the reporting period, the Board agreed to enter 
into a new three year Service Agreement with the Office 
of Health Practitioner Registration Boards.   Under the 
new Agreement, the Office will provide administrative and 
operational support for the Board until 30 June 2010.  

Office submissions
During 2006-07, the Board considered submissions from the 
Executive Officer, Office of Health Practitioner Registration 
Boards, regarding policy options on the following topics:

•	 Ministerial Taskforce 

•	 Health Quality and Complaints Commission Act 2006

•	 Policy Paper for Legislative Amendments

•	 organisational restructure 

•	 Ministerial Direction: Complaints against Board 
Members

•	 Regulatory Services System Project

•	 advice to Minister in response to Ombudsman’s Report

•	 options for criminal history screening

•	 monitoring of registrants with disciplinary conditions/
undertakings

•	 Regulatory Services System Project – System Re-
design

•	 Service Agreement Report: 30 June 2006

•	 Section 392, Professional Standards Act 

•	 Service Agreement Report: First Half 2006 - 2007

•	 Service Agreement Proposal 2007 – 2010 and Budget 
Proposal 2007 – 2008.

Fees
The Board’s activities are funded mostly through fees 
payable by registrants in relation to registration.  Such fees 
are exempt from the Goods and Services Tax (GST) under the 
provisions of Division 81 of the A New Tax System (Goods 
and Services Tax) Act 1999.

As at 30 June 2007, the fees were prescribed under the 
Medical Radiation Technologists Registration Regulation 
2002 as follows:

Fee type Amount 
($)

1 Application fee for general registration or 
special purpose registration

103.00

2 Registration fee for general registration or 
special purpose registration:

(a) for a period of registration of not more 
than 3 months

57.00

 (b) for a period of registration of more 
than 3 months but not more than 6 
months

114.00

  (c) for a period of registration of more 
than 6 months but not more than 1 year

228.00

3 Restoration fee 303.00

4 Application for review of conditions 103.00

5 Replacement of certificate of registration 26.00

6 Certified copy of certificate of registration 26.00

7 Copy of the register or part of it - for each 
page 

0.50

Consultancies
Section 95(1)(eb) of the Financial Management Standard 
1997 requires every public sector agency to include 
information in its annual report about the agency’s 
expenditure on consultancies.  The Board did not engage 
any consultants during 2006-07 and consequently had no 
expenditure on consultancies for the year.
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Overseas travel
Section 95(1)(ea) of the Financial Management Standard 
1997 requires every public sector agency to include 
information in its annual report about overseas travel 
undertaken by the agency’s members and officers including 
names and positions of persons and the destination, purpose 
and cost of the travel.  During the 2006-07 year, no overseas 
travel was undertaken by Board members.

Statement of Reasons: Judicial Review 
Act 1991
Under section 32 of the Judicial Review Act 1991, a person 
who is aggrieved by an administrative decision is entitled 
to request from the decision maker a written Statement 
of Reasons in relation to the decision.  The Board did not 
receive any such requests during the reporting year.

Privacy of information held by the 
Board
In fulfilling its functions under the Registration Act, the 
Board collects “personal information” about applicants for 
registration, Board members and vendors.  The information 
includes names, addresses and other details relevant to the 
Board’s functions.

The Board is committed to ensuring that all such “personal 
information” held in its records is treated with respect and 
due confidentiality.  The Board will not knowingly disclose 
any “personal information” unlawfully.  

The Board complies with Information Standard 42, which 
applies to “personal information” held by Queensland 
public sector agencies.  This Standard was approved by the 
Queensland Government in 2001.  

The Standard - which reflects information privacy principles 
contained in the Commonwealth Government’s Privacy Act 
1998 - defines “personal information” as:

“Information or an opinion (including information or an 
opinion forming part of a database), whether true or not, 
whether recorded in a material form or not, about an 
individual whose identity is apparent or can reasonably be 
ascertained, from the information or opinion.”

Consistent with the Standard, the Board, in conjunction 
with other health practitioner registration Boards and 
the Office of Health Practitioner Registration Boards, has 
adopted a privacy and security policy, that:

•	 lists the legislation administered by the Board

•	 explains why the Board collects and stores “personal 
information”

•	 identifies staffing positions that have access to 
“personal information”

•	 describes the processes for access to, and amendment 
of, “personal information” held by the Board

•	 outlines the Board’s implementation timetable for 
ensuring that it has met all of the requirements of 
Information Standard 42.

A copy of the privacy and security policy can be obtained 
by:

•	 writing to the Manager (Records Management), Office 
of Health Practitioner Registration Boards, GPO Box 
2438, Brisbane Q 4001

•	 accessing the Board’s website through the Internet at 
www.healthregboards.qld.gov.au

Freedom of Information
During the reporting year, the Board did not receive any 
applications under the Freedom of Information Act 1992 
(“FOI Act”) for access to documents held by the Board. 

Section 18 of the FOI Act requires the Board to publish 
a Statement of Affairs annually, setting out a range of 
information about the Board, including details of the 
categories of documents it holds and the arrangements 
for obtaining access to such documents. That Statement is 
provided as a supplement at the end of this Report.

Board Code of Conduct
Under section 23 of the Public Sector Ethics Act 1994, every 
public sector entity is required to ensure that each annual 
report of the entity includes a statement giving details of 
action taken during the reporting period to comply with 
various provisions in the Act pertaining to the entity’s Code 
of Conduct.

The Board’s Code of Conduct applies to its Board members.  
It covers a range of issues including ethical obligations, 
professional conduct, accountability and protection 
of privacy.  The Board’s administrative procedures and 
management practices have proper regard to the Code and 
the ethics obligations of public officials as set out in the 
Act.

In accordance with the provisions of the Act, copies of the 
Board’s Code of Conduct:

•	 have been provided to all Board members

•	 have been made available to all staff

•	 are available upon request to interested persons free 
of charge

•	 have been placed on display at the Office of the Board 
[between 9 am and 4 pm, Monday to Friday] for 
inspection free of charge by interested persons.
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In addition, training on the Code of Conduct and the 
Public Sector Ethics Act 1994 was included in the 
induction training provided by the Executive Officer for 
Board members following the new Board membership 
appointments in April 2006.

Annual Report 
supplement: Statement 
of affairs 

Introduction
It is a requirement under section 18 of the Freedom 
of Information Act 1992 that an agency must publish, 
at intervals of not more than one year, an up-to-date 
statement of the affairs of the agency.  In accordance with 
that section, this supplement contains information not 
already included elsewhere in this Annual Report that the 
Board is required to publish every year about its affairs.

The effect of the Board’s functions on members of the public

The registration and disciplinary functions of the Board 
reduces risks to public health and safety by:

•	 ensuring only appropriately qualified and fit persons 
may be registered

•	 requiring that proper professional standards are 
maintained by it’s registrants.

Categories of documents held by the 
Board 
The following categories of documents are held by the 
Board:

•	 registrant files

•	 complaint files

•	 health assessment files

•	 business files containing documents relating to:

•	 registration matters

•	 inter-state & overseas registration boards

•	 professional associations

•	 acquisition and maintenance of office furniture, 
equipment and supplies

•	 staff development and training courses

•	 Board insurances

•	 staffing arrangements

•	 statistics in relation to the profession

•	 audit reports

•	 records management

•	 information technology

•	 financial records

•	 legislation, subordinate legislation and 
legislative review

•	 the service agreement between the Board and 
the Office of Health Practitioner Registration 
Boards

•	 annual report of the board (including statements of 
affairs)

•	 codes of conduct

•	 policy documents & internal procedures manuals

•	 delegations.

Arrangements to obtain access to the abovementioned 
documents are explained later in the supplement.

Literature available 
The following publications are available for inspection and 
copies may be obtained free of charge:

•	 current annual report of the Board (including 
statement of affairs)

•	 current bulletins and circulars published by the Board.

The current policy documents of the Board are available for 
inspection and copies may be purchased

It should be noted, however, that pursuant to section 19(2) 
of the Freedom of Information Act 1992 the Board may 
delete exempt matter from a copy of any policy document.

The Board does not have any literature available to the 
public for which a regular subscription is payable or by way 
of free mailing lists.

Arrangements to obtain access to 
documents held by a board 

Free of charge documents

These documents may be obtained by written request to the 
Board. Alternatively, these documents can be inspected at 
the address of the Office of Health Practitioner Registration 
Boards:

Floor 19, Forestry House 
160 Mary Street 
BRISBANE QLD 4000

If inspection is sought, advance notice must be given so as 
to arrange a suitable time for the inspection.
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Policy documents

Copies of the Board’s policy documents may be inspected 
and/or obtained by either a written or telephone request, or 
by accessing the Board’s website.      

Other documents

The accessibility of other documents held by the Board is 
subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act 
1992 and the associated Board procedures set out below.

Under the Freedom of Information Act 1992, the general 
community may apply for access to, or request an 
amendment of, any non-public document held by the Board.  

Freedom of Information Act 1992 

What is Freedom of Information?

The purpose of the Freedom of Information Act 1992 is 
stated in the Act as follows:

An Act to require information concerning 
documents held by government to be made 
available to members of the community, to 
enable members of the community to obtain 
access to documents held by government and to 
enable members of the community to ensure that 
documents held by the government concerning 
their personal affairs are accurate, complete, 
up-to-date and not misleading, and for related 
purposes. 

By these means, government agencies are made more 
accountable for their actions.

How to make a Freedom of Information 
application 

There are two types of application available to any person 
under the Freedom of Information Act 1992: 

•	 an application for access to any document held by the 
Board

•	 an application that a document held by the Board 
should be amended, if it is inaccurate, incomplete, 
out-of-date or misleading.

Documents concerning an applicant’s 
‘personal affairs’

There are no fees or charges payable by the applicant for 
these type documents.

To apply for access to ‘personal affairs’ document(s):

•	 the application must be in writing (email is 
acceptable)

•	 the application should include the term Freedom of 
Information

•	 the application must specify as clearly as possible the 
sort of documents requested

•	 the application must include a contact address (a 
contact telephone/email number would also be 
helpful)

•	 the application must be posted, faxed or e-mailed to 
one of the contact addresses given below.

Documents concerning an applicant’s ‘non-
personal’ affairs

The Act requires the applicant to pay an initial application 
fee of $36 and processing costs ($5.40 per 15 minutes) for 
this type of document.

To apply for access to ‘non-personal’ document(s):

•	 the application must be in writing (email is 
acceptable)

•	 the application should include the term Freedom of 
Information

•	 the application must specify as clearly as possible the 
sort of documents requested

•	 the application must include a contact address (a 
contact telephone/email number would also be 
helpful)

•	 the application must include a cheque/money order 
for payment of the prescribed application fee

•	 the application must be posted, faxed or e-mailed to 
one of the contact addresses given below.

To amend a document

To apply for an amendment of a document:

•	 the application must be in writing (email is 
acceptable)

•	 the application should include the term Freedom of 
Information

•	 the application must specify exactly which document 
is to be amended and how

•	 the application must include a contact address (a 
contact telephone/email number would also be 
helpful)

•	 the application must be posted, faxed or e-mailed to 
one of the contact addresses given below.














































